
                       PASS ERA NOW 
 

Alert: Please write to urge action on the 
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) Joint 
Resolution HJR 51 to remove the deadline 
to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment. 
 
“Dear Representative 
  I urge you to support action on the 
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) Joint 
Resolution HJR 51 to remove the deadline 
to ratify the ERA. 
 Please contact U.S. House Judiciary 
Representative Bob Goodlatte and 
Representative John Conyers to request 
they take action by conducting hearings on 
the ERA. 
 We need to have an Equal Rights 
Amendment in the Constitution to prevent 
loss of our rights and to guarantee women 
and men equal status under the law which 
88% of Americans support.  Join with us and 
the majority of the people in our country 
for justice and equality for all which is the 
American ideal. 
 I will strongly support and vote for 
legislators and legislation in favor of these 
rights and greatly oppose legislators and 
legislation against these rights.  Thank you 
for your support.  I look forward to your 
response. 
 
Sincerely,” 
 
(Remember to date, sign and give your 
address.) 
 
Mail to:   
THE HONORABLE 
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
 
(Next do senate letter) 

“Dear Senator 
 I urge you to support action on the 
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) Joint 
Resolution SJR 15 to remove the deadline to 
ratify the ERA. 
 Please contact U.S. Senator Chuck 
Grassley and Senator Patrick Leahy to 
request they take action by conducting 
hearings on the ERA. 
 We need--(continue to repeat the 
same two paragraphs used in the first 
column in the Representative letter.)” 
 Mail to:  
THE HONORABLE 
UNITED STATES SENATE 
WSHINGTON, DC 20510 
 
Book Review 
 
        Biography of Feminist Lawyer Bessie 
         Margolin 
 
 From an orphanage in New Orleans, 
to Tulane Law School (only female in her 
first year class), to legal counsel upholding 
the constitutionality of the TVA to 
Nuremberg trials prosecution staff, to 
assistant solicitor in the U. S. Department  
of Labor handling cases under the new Fair 
Labor Standards Act, Bessie Margolin was 
an accomplished appellate advocate, 
mentor, teacher and one of the founding 
members of NOW, but relatively unknown 
today. 
 She was born in 1909, retired in 
1972 and died in 1996, but this unmarried 
Southern Jewish orphan had a remarkable 
career, as told by lawyer Marlene Trestman 
in a new book, “Fair Labor Lawyer.”  Learn 
about this pioneer who achieved against all 
odds. 
 
By David I Grunfeld, Esquire   
 


